VICTORY COWER VIOLENCE

WHAT IS

VICTORY OVER
VIOLENCE?

LAUNCH YOUR PERSONAL
PEACE MOVEMENT TODAY!

Victory Over Violence (VOV) is a movement to help
inspire young people throughout the world to identify
and root out violence in their daily Lives and in their
communities and is in support of the United MNations
“Culture of Peace” initiative.

WOV is inspired by universal principles of nonviolence
and respect for all Living beings. Its goal is to contribute

to a culture of peace through awareness, introspection,
individual empowerment and a courageous and creative
commitment to dialogue. It encourages respect, trust and
friendship among young people, families, schools and
communities across all boundaries such as race, religion
and culture.

The VOV movement begins with you, Starting on the
personal level, we will collectively blﬂd
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WHAT IS
THE ROOT

CAUSE OF
VIOLENCE?
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WHAT IS

PASSIVE
VIOLENCE?

PASSIVE VIOLENCE

PHYSICAL VIOLENCE
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PsrycHoLoGicAL ABUSE—ranging from
propaganda to teasing—is intended to undermine the
fundamental dignity of a person or group.
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Kids who feel fraquantly picked on and excluded
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APATHY

/INDIFFERENCE

CHOOSING TO DO NOTHING when there is injustice
or violence in our environment is a common form of
passive violence.

Many German religious leaders, fearing persecution by
the MNazi state, swors allegiance to Adolf Hitler. Those
that protested were arrested. Because Hitler was
successful at creating jobs, revitalizing the ecanomy and
restorirg military strength to the country, most Germans
were indifferent to this religious persecution,
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Indifference to

Our lives begin to injustice empowered
end the d_a\_.r e Hitler’s reign of terror.
become silent about

things that matter.

' Martin Luthar Hing, Jr.
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WHAT IS

PASSIVE VIOLENCE
IN THE HOME?
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Emotional, psychological
and financial abuse arz
forms of passive viclence
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VWHAT IS

PASSIVE VIOLENCE
IN SCHOOLS?

PASSIVE VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS includes various
forms of disrespect and forced exclusion. Bullying,
teasing, intimidation, conning a student out of money,
ignoring a request for help, protecting a student for a fee

with phiysical abuse, thatcan lead to criminal
‘j.”.;?{;;@‘fg‘:‘h‘“ Al viclence, Passive domestic
el s T R viclence includes

and gmgaﬁg*gﬁéﬁm intimidation, withholding

how | feel? money or resources, narme-

s calling and put downs.
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Verbal and Emotional

Abuse: Constant criticism, belittling, destriction of

persanal property, accusations and threats erode self-

esteem. Such behaviors can generate feelings of anger,

uncertainty and hatred.

Threats to hit or kill another person, to leave, to take away
children or to withdraw financial support can cause a
victim to Live in constant fear.

CYCLE OF ABUSE

| Tensien Incident Recanciliation Calm
Building Werbal and Anuser incidentis
Tersion increases, | emotional abuse, | apologizes, gives | “Fergotten” o

and sabotaging a friendship are only a few examples.
Teenagers are particularly vulnerable to mistreatment

fram schoolmates

A government study says
that 7l percent of
students responsible for
viclent school attacks felt
bullied or persecuted by
classmates.

Thereis a 28% dropolit
rate among gay, lesbian
and bisexual students due

What is the little stuff?
Tha little stuff is gossiping,
eye-rolling, name-calling,
teasing, tauntng and trash-
talking. If the little stuff is
allowwed at home, at school,
on the court or on the field,
it will lead to the big stuff,
like shewving, punching, and
fighting.
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to harassment and verbal attacks. A 1995 Health and
Human Services study shows that gay and lesbian youth
account for 30% of all teen suicides.

Suicide is the second leading cause of
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'HAT IS

PASSIVE VIOLENCE
IN THE COMMUNITY?

EXAMPLES OF NON-PHYSICAL viol
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WHAT IS THE

ROLE OF

DIALOGUE IN

ENDING VIOLENCE?

Genuine dialogue is the key that will
open the door of true understanding
and communication between :
humanity. Through dialogue we will
be able to transform confrontation
into harmony, prejudice into
sympathy, and conflict into peace.

Dalsakou Huscha

REAL DIALOGUE invalves baotly truthful speech and
activa liskering. Throueh disloste §
active Listening. Through dialogue

B

an cut through
superficial differences and come to recognize our
cammoen humanity. When we see aurselves in ather

people it is hard to take viclent action against themy

If we want to live in a peaceful enviranment, free of
viclence, we-must actively reach out 1o others: We cannot
Live i isolation thinking only of ourselves. The actions
we take inour Lives will affect the way the people 0 our
emiranment respond b us

Throughout the United States, grassroots dewish
Palestinian dislogue circles aim to educate each other
and promole peace. Une organizer says, "We coulan't
stand reading the paper and feeling like we weren't
daging anything about it
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CAN ONE

ERSON
REALLY MAKE A PLEDGE

DIFFERENCE? FOR NONVIOLENCE

& school shooting in San Diego, Califormia; inspired Adam
Schiffer a high school seniar to developa hon-vialence I will value my own Life. Today, again, | will reach ¥
youth seminar Other Southerm California youngsters have beyond my doubts, taking concrete steps to uncover my L
begun anti-bullying and tolerance groups unlimited potential. Recognizing that a lack of

self-identity and hope for the future are at the root of all

18 year old Kimmis Wesks was X violence, | will fight to realize my dreams, even if they
born In thewar-torn West \ seem impossible.

African natipnof Libeda, At age :
10, he decided ta make a
difference. He foundsed two

| will respect all life. Through understanding, tolerance
and respect for diversity, | will see beyand superficial
differences. | will awaken to a deeper sense of

chlLdrEFf'S nrganir_:.utiunS te fight : o ! interconnectedness with those around me by reflecting
fer thie rights of childrer. Iy |38, ] =latac on the common humanity | share with all people.
he launched a successful L
campaign to get guns out of the o I will actively pursue dialogue. With care and
hands of child seldiers, Arun Gandti consideration for the dignity inherent inothers, [ will
ot o Fls ke make continual efforts to reach out to people each day,
Afterthe 1992 Los Angeles riots. Carol Adarms decided esl,pet_i:aLlL}-' those different from m}r?elf_ Thraughlgenuine
" I‘ to do samething. She founded an orgarization called . friendship, | will break tIhFCl:_IEh fEEI'mES.le 5 c_ll_atl-!::n and
r the Pﬁﬂm'mkm ARK. "ﬁckr‘ic}wl..e-ﬁ'geand Reward Kids” \ hﬂpEiE‘::F‘IEAS that can lead to acts of viclence.

Today over 400 children take part in the program | will inspire hepe in others. With courage, | will
dﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ;‘i t0 teach the skills necessary to resolye resolutely stand up against violence, be it passive or
cconflicts with talking rather than with violences ' ' " physical and teach others through my own example.
Fwill support others and encourage them to follow

their dreams.
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